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The earliest economic and trade cooperation between China and Africa could trace 
back to the 1950s and it has been greatly boosted since 1980s. From the year of 2000, 
under the very strategy of “going global” and the promotion of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation, China’s outward foreign direct investment in Africa，
especially Chinese Enterprises' FDI，has experienced fast development and great changes 
in terms of the investment mode and scale.  
This thesis focus on the following several aspects, namely, annual change of Chinese 
Enterprises' FDI in Africa, investment ratio of China’s outward FDI in Africa to inward 
FDI of African countries, annual change of Chinese Enterprises' FDI in Africa on 
different countries and regions, investment variations on African countries of different 
investment environment, the coverage rate of Chinese Enterprises' FDI in Africa, 
registered time of China’s enterprises and branches overseas, investment variations of 
various investment subject, different forms of investment of various investment subject, 
and investment allocation of China’s outward FDI in Africa. These aspects will be 
categorized, summarized and analyzed basing on various kinds of data over the past 
decade, in order to draw a whole picture of China’s outward FDI in Africa. Furthermore, 
through the data analysis, five main points of China’s outward FDI in Africa are revealed 
as follows: First, though started quite recently, it has been developed at a fascinating 
speed in terms of investment scale and scope; secondly, China’s enterprises and branches 
in Africa shows high coverage rate as well as high intensity; thirdly, it presents its 
diversity in investment forms and investment subjects; also, its extensive coverage on 
different industries and concentrating on service industry and the construction of 
infrastructure coexist with each other; Last but not least, compared to advanced countries, 
it still needs further development in many ways.  
The thesis also discusses main factors that have influenced Chinese Enterprises' FDI 
in Africa during the past ten years, including the improved investment environment in 
Africa, the favorable policies promoted by Chinese government, the interaction of 
domestic and foreign environment, China’s strengthened comparative advantages and the 
promoting effect of official, semi-official and non-government institutions. Feasible 














encountered during the past decade are put forward.  
This thesis is an attempt to attribute to the inadequate research on the study of 
Chinese Enterprises' FDI in Africa, and also gives enlightenment to the new-round policy 
making on investment in Africa and further development of Chinese Enterprises' FDI in 
Africa. 
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